SPRING 2019

Reaching for the Warmth of Home
EMERGENCY SHELTER AND YEAR ROUND OPEN DOORS RESOURCE CENTER

Hello!
While spring is just around the corner winter still holds a grip on our guests
here at Hundred Nights. We have been at or near capacity every night since
opening on November 12th. Some nights, before the Overflow site opened
on December 30th, there were 30-32 guests for the 26 available beds – and
in actuality there are only 25 available beds here, since 1 bed is typically
for an overnight sleeping staff member. We didn’t know what to do, so we
started to ask “where can people go?” There was/is no way that Life Safety
rules would allow more beds upstairs in the Shelter space. A temporary
solution was reached with the City and Fire Department officials on
December 27th to open the Resource Center for people to have a warm
place to be inside overnight. People could stay awake overnight in the
Resource Center and then could come upstairs to sleep during the day. Not
the most ideal situation, but so much better than being out in the cold.
After the Overflow opened on December 30th, the situation eased up a bit,
but it didn’t last long. Eight cots for 8 guests has been the maximum number
at the overflow site for the past several years. This January that number
increased to 12, based on need. Since January 1st, shelter has been provided
to a total of 6 families comprised of 9 adults and 11 children – at one point
there were 4 families here at the same time, which required 13 beds out of
the 25 available here, leaving only 12 beds here and 12 at the overflow……
we began opening the Resource Center overnight again, and have had
anywhere from 2 to 5 people staying awake each night.
When the guests who stayed up all night come up to sleep during the day,
our usual cleaning and doing laundry work is in full swing around their
beds, to say nothing of phones ringing, vacuums humming away and other
business being attended to. It is not a quiet place to sleep! It has been a
challenging winter for our guests indeed.
We continue to search for larger and less expensive quarters but so far
have not found the right fit. It has been suggested to us that we should
begin a capital campaign, in the event that we are able to locate a building
in the near future. Please let us know your thoughts on that exciting idea!
We are looking for people who would like to help with this effort.
If you would like to make a difference in the lives of the families, women
and men who come to Hundred Nights, please make a gift today. Every
financial gift we receive enables us to help more people at a critical time
in their lives, as they reach for the warmth of home. Thanks for being there
for our community.
Best,
Mindy Cambiar

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Hundred Nights,
Inc. is to provide shelter and
crisis related services to the
displaced or homeless. Our goal
is to collaborate with and enable
the community to see, hear and
support those among us who are
equally deserving of dignity but
who currently lack the means to
live independently. Our vision is
a community whose members,
regardless of means, are equally
valued and supported.
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SAVE THE DATES
Spring is springing with lots of fun things to do.
Get out your calendars and save these dates!
Our Spring and Shout Dance with
the Tom Foolery Band is back again this
year on Saturday, March 23, 2019, 7:30 pm to
11:30 pm at the Keene Country Club. There
will be Savory and Sweet Hors D’oeuvres,
a silent auction
and a cash bar.
This is always a
fun time. You can
dance the night away or just sit and enjoy the music, have
some yummy food and visit with friends. It’s guaranteed
to be a great night out. Tickets are $45 each or $75 for two.
Tickets are available at Prime Roast Coffee, Toadstool Book
Shop, Brewbaker’s Café and either here at Hundred Nights
or on our website – be sure to write “dance tickets” in the memo and let us know if you
want to get them at the door or would like them mailed. They will also be available at
the door. For more information call 603-352-5197. Hope to see you there!

OPEN HOUSE

The Friends of Hundred nights invite you to an open
house here at Hundred Nights, 17 Lamson Street in
Keene on Saturday, April 6, 2019. Join us between
11:00 am and 3:00 pm. Take a tour of our facilities,
ask questions, meet the staff, members of the Board
of Directors and Friends of Hundred Nights. Light refreshments and desserts will be
provided. Families with children are welcome to come.

Four on the Floor Concert

60 area vocal and instrumental musicians are joining together to
present a concert of quartet ensembles to BENEFIT THE KEENE
AREA HOMELESS SHELTERS on Sunday, March 31, 2019 at 3:00 at
Saint James Episcopal Church, 44 West Street, in Keene. Suggested
donation at the door is $15.00. All proceeds will be split between the
Keene Shelters – SCS, MCVP and Hundred Nights! Please join us for
this wonderful concert while supporting our local shelters!

Community Support
We continue to be very appreciative and grateful for the support Hundred Nights receives from individuals,
schools, churches and various businesses in Keene and surrounding communities. These are the unsung
heroes among us who subscribe to the notion of “love thy neighbor”. There have been hundreds of
individuals and groups lending a helping hand this winter and we wanted to give a big shout out and
acknowledge a few of them right here.
9 year old Nolan comes to mind at once. Nolan saw our wish list and
decided to start a Go Fund Me page to raise enough money to purchase
everything on the list! He did it! He and his little sister came in with a
basket full of everything on the list. He had $75 left over and learned
that one of our families had an infant who needed a Rock ‘n Play. He
purchased one with his leftover funds. The parents and family of this
young man have much to be proud of!
Doctor Higley and the Staff at Eye Works on West St in Keene
donated $400 to Hundred Nights from their 12 Days of Giving
project. A $50 donation to one of four local Charities was made for
each pair of eyeglasses sold. Thank you so much!
Teachers and students from the Wells School in Harrisville, the Nelson
Elementary School, Kroka Expeditions in Marlow and the Brattleboro
Future Business Leaders of America organized visits to Hundred
Nights recently. It was great fun giving them tours of the facility.
Harrisville students carried 23 full boxes of items they collected from the Hundred Nights wish-list up
that long staircase and helped make beds. Nelson students made hundreds of Valentines to be distributed
to those who are experiencing homelessness on Valentine’s Day, donated 26 bags of snacks decorated
with valentines and jokes, and spent about an hour putting return address labels on our envelopes. Kroka
Expeditions students prepared and delivered dinner to the Open Doors Resource Center one Saturday
afternoon and helped with a mailing as part of a Community Service Project. Brattleboro’s FBLA students
made and donated 26 pairs of ear muffs with a Valentine tied on to pass out to the Shelter guests. We
all have much to be proud of in these young students and the teachers who are encouraging them to be
good neighbors and help their fellow human beings.
SymQuest recently relocated its’ Keene office to 310 Marlboro Street.
They held a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to celebrate the new space.
Because SymQuest is committed to giving back to the community,
they offered One Grand of a Helping Hand to five local non-profit
organizations. Hundred Nights was thrilled to be chosen as one of the
five. Here is Meg Fleming, President of SymQuest, presenting our
Treasurer and Board member, Dick Newton with a check for $1,000!
Thank you so very much!
These are just a few of the community members, neighbors and friends who provide hope to those
reaching for the warmth of home each and every day by donating money, food, clothing and items from
our wish list and it would take many pages to list them all. We appreciate each and every one of you and
so do our guests!
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WISH LIST
Thank you to everyone who so generously donates items that are needed here at
Hundred Nights, Inc.! We all appreciate everything that you bring here.
This is what is most needed at this time:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hot Chocolate
Sugar
Creamer & Milk
Coffee
Drink Mixes (lemonade, ice tea, Tang)
Creamer, Sugar, Coffee, Hot Chocolate
Deodorant, razors (twin blade), Conditioner
Paper Plates, Cups and Bowls, Sturdy Plasticware

• Snacks (Fresh Fruit, Cheese-sticks, jerky, cheese
and peanut butter crackers)
• Lunch Foods - canned tuna, jelly,
sliced cheeses, canned soups and stews,
- vegetarian appreciated also
• Butter or Margarine, Mayo, BBQ Sauce, Hot Sauce
• Backpacks, Travel size Kleenex, Chap Stick
• Hand Warmers

