
Our Fall Online Auction has a great variety of items from 
local businesses and runs through December 16th.  

Win a full vehicle detail, tickets to shows, a zip line 
experience, a rare vintage bicycle, lift tickets, 

green fees, gift cards to Granita, The Stage, 
The Marina, Luca’s and more!

For full details visit 
HundredNightsInc.Org/Upcoming-Events/Fall-Auction/

All proceeds directly support our mission

Fall Online Auction

Fall 2022

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Hundred Nights, Inc. is to provide shelter and crisis related services to those at risk of or 
experiencing homelessness. Our goal is to collaborate with and educate the community to see, hear and support 
those among us who are equally deserving of dignity but who currently lack the means to live independently. Our 
vision is a community whose members, regardless of means, are equally valued and supported.

Giving Tuesday 2022 is November 29 

Fashioned a� er Black Friday and Cyber Monday, Giving 
Tuesday is a global day of giving back and doing good in our 
communities. We hope you’ll consider a donation to Hundred 
Nights this Giving Tuesday to give the warmth of home to 
those in our region who fi nd themselves without a home this 
winter, and need help to get back on their feet. 

Each person you help–whether a mother and her children, an 
older man struggling with the losses that come with long life, 
or an individual losing a job and having no other resources to 
stay in their home–is part of our community. They’re someone’s 
neighbor, parent, child, friend, schoolmate, or coworker. 

h� ps://hundrednightsinc.org/help-us/giving-tuesday/

Hunger and Homelessness Awareness WeekHunger and Homelessness Awareness Week
November 12-20, 2022November 12-20, 2022

Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is an annual program where 
people come together across the country to draw attention to the problems 
of hunger and homelessness. Participating groups spend the week holding 
a series of educational, service, fundraising, and advocacy events. We 
hope that local schools and colleges will help put a local event together. If 
there is any interest please call or email us!
No one should have to worry about whether they will have food on their 
plate or a roof over their head. But the reality is that hunger and homeless-
ness are widespread problems that affect far too many people.

The FactsThe Facts
In the United States many Americans are living on the edge, forced to 
choose between basic necessities like purchasing food, paying rent, or 
going to the doctor. 37.2 million Americans live below the poverty level.   
580,000 Americans are homeless on a typical night.  44 million  Ameri-
cans are at risk of suffering from hunger.  1 in 6 children in the U.S. live 
in poverty.
People who are homeless die from illnesses that affect everyone, 
frequently without health care.

People who are homeless die from exposure, 
unprotected from the heat and cold.

People who are homeless die from violence, 
often in unprovoked hate crimes.

Health care is a human right.
Housing is a human right.
Safety is a human right.

Our “Fall into Brunch” held recently at Fireworks Restaurant was 
a great success. � e food was delicious and the entertainment 
amazing. We were treated to a performance by the Awkaaba 
Ensemble with West African drumming and dance. � e ensemble 
is led by master percussionist and teacher � eophilus Nii Martey 
– NH’s Artist Laureate of the Year. By the end of the performance 
everyone was on their feet participating in a dance led by the 
group.  Such a special event!  We were able to raise $7,500. from 
the proceeds of the brunch as well as the auction of a New 
Orleans trip for two.

A huge thank you goes out to our sponsors:  Savings Bank of Walpole, DEW Construction, C & S Wholesale 
Grocers, Fenton Family Dealerships, Mascoma Bank, Hamlin Insurance Agency, Gar-Wal Lawn Service, Inc, 
Troy Powersports, Granita Enoteca, Bergeron Construction Company, Inc, Prime Roast Co� ee Company, 
RE/MAX Town & Country, Anderson & Gilbert, Craig Vickers- State Farm Insurance, � e Stage, Pinney 
Plumbing & Heating,Quality Care Collision and Re� nishing,  R. J. DiLuzio Ambulance, and Clark-Morten-
son Insurance Agency. 

into

Brunch

Fall Salutations!

I would like to share the story of Christopher with you. Christopher is many things; courageous, dependable, goal oriented, patient, 
and determined. Even with all these wonderful qualities, he found himself homeless.

At the worst possible time – during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic – he no longer had housing. In 2020, his landlord wanted 
to renovate his apartment, so Christopher was suddenly homeless through no fault of his own. Searching for an apartment during 
the shutdown was nearly impossible with most people staying in their homes and not engaging with people they didn’t know for fear 
of getting the disease.

Christopher, who is in his 60’s, came to Hundred Nights at that time and has been at the shelter ever since. Fortunately for him, he 
was able to maintain his job throughout. He rises early every day and goes to work, with his goal of finding a place of his own clearly 
driving him.

Through his determination, he was able to save up enough for first month’s rent, last month’s rent and the security deposit in 
order to apply for an apartment. However, for Christopher, timing again was not in his favor. At the time he was ready to put his 
plan into place, his car died. The car that he needed to maintain the job that allowed him to bring his goal for the future into reality. 
Undeterred, Christopher soldiered on. He paid to have his car repaired and restarted his savings program. 

Christopher is now at the top of the list for affordable housing. He hopes to move into his new apartment soon and is waiting to 
have internet installed prior to moving in as he needs to have a heart monitor in place before he can safely enjoy his new home. 
It is amazing to see all that he has faced during these two years, but through it all, he remained the wonderful person he is, 
homelessness was not going to keep him down.

I can’t thank our community enough for all the ways it contributes to helping people like Christopher. From volunteering, to providing 
goods and services, to making financial contributions, your generosity provides shelter and supportive services that keep people like 
Christopher warm, safe, and in a better position to find a new home. This fall, Christopher will be enjoying his new home thanks to 
YOU and your ongoing support of Hundred Nights!

As we approach our busy season—the coldest one hundred nights of the year—I hope you will consider helping those in our 
community experiencing homelessness who, like Christopher, are patiently working to get back into permanent housing. Success 
stories like Christophers only happen because our community pitches in to help make a difference in someone’s life.

Warm wishes, 

Mindy Cambiar 
Executive Director

P.O. BOX 833 • 17 L AMSON STREET • KEENE, NH 03431 • (603) 352-5197 • WWW.HUNDREDNIGHTSINC.ORG

E M E R G E N C Y  S H E L T E R  A N D  Y E A R  R O U N D  O P E N  D O O R S  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

 The IRA charitable rollover allows taxpayers aged 70.5 
years and older to make tax-free charitable gifts up to 
$100,000 per year directly from their IRAs to eligible 
charities. These distributions are excluded from taxable 
income and count toward required minimum distributions. 
Contact your plan administrator to learn how to support 
Hundred Nights with a gift from your IRA!

Photo by Alejandro Herrera



More Than A Roof, our new documentary, directed by Colin Havey, and produced by Allen Mendelson premiered at 
MONIFF in September.  

Over 350 people and families in Cheshire County have experienced homelessness in the past year. More Than A Roof  looks 
at the challenges of  homelessness through the eyes of  several local people and a family, as well as commentary from 
experts in the fi eld. Through interviews with several people who have unique insight into the issues, including Jennifer 
Alexander, the former homeless coordinator for the Keene School District, the fi lm depicts the many causes of  
homelessness and its impact on individuals and families who experience homelessness on a daily basis. 
Some of  our current and past guests were featured in the fi lm.

Daniel expressed the anxiety experienced 
being homeless. He worried constantly about 
his meager belongings being stolen. He 
experienced harassment from college kids, 
the city and local cops. In one instance he 
came back to his campsite to fi nd all of  his 
tent poles missing.

Robert fi nds it distressing to be homeless. 
He has mobility issues and suff ers from 
arthritis. He fi nds people do not want to look 
at him and acknowledge him as a person. He 
just wants people to look him in the eye and 
connect with him. He fi nds compassion at 
Hundred Nights and is emotional about the 
support they provide.

Amanda and her two children 
experienced homelessness even 
though she had a housing 
voucher, because they couldn’t 
fi nd an available rental. What 
she thought would be two 
weeks turned into three 
months.  However, she and her 
children found the Hundred 

Nights Shelter to be a good experience. They are not 
ashamed as it helped tremendously to build character 
through their various struggles.

PERSEVERANCE THROUGH 
THE COVID EPIDEMIC

In March 2020, the UCC and St. James Church closed their shelter 
spaces because of the coronavirus. The UCC closed its facility, 
while the space used at St. James did not have windows or an 
adequate HVAC system to provide safe shelter. Hundred Nights 
partnered with the Lamson Street Landlord and Monadnock 
Family Services to secure temporary space for shelter and the 
resource center to get through the spring.

The agency moved beds into the conference room at Lamson 
Street to distance them 6 feet apart and arranged them for 
head-to-toe sleeping. It also renovated bathrooms, put up 
curtains between beds, and installed an HVAC system with air 
fi ltration units to prevent the community spread of the virus. 
Starting in June 2020, Hundred Nights staff  and volunteers spent 
hundreds of hours identifying shelter and resource center 

decompression spaces for the ’20-’21 cold-weather season to 
make up for the 24 shelter beds previously provided by UCC and 
St. James Church. Suitable spaces were diffi  cult to fi nd because 
of zoning and extremely low vacancy rates of rental apartments in 
Cheshire County. Numerous locations were exhausted as viable 
options for temporary shelter.

Aft er months of searching, the agency reached an agreement to 
lease up to 12 hotel rooms at the Holiday Inn Express in Keene 
starting in November, received permission to move its resource 
center into the former St. James Thrift  Shop (it could not be used 
for shelter due to lack of sprinklers), and purchased a converted 
coach bus to sleep up to 12 guests that was parked in the 
Cheshire County parking lot across the street from the shelter.

HUNDRED NIGHTS IS LOOKING FOR PEOPLE WHO 
CAN HELP WITH SEVERAL PROJECTS:

 •  Prepping/cooking weekend meals and some weekday lunches
 • Keeping our very small donation room organized  
 • Cleaning and sanitizing the shelter
 • Running errands on Mondays

If you have the time, energy, and willingness, please call us 
at 603-352-5197.  Classroom educational outings welcome!

With the community’s help, Hundred Nights has raised $5,426,826--88% 
of the campaign goal! Due to infl ation and supply chain issues, the 
capital campaign goal increased from $5.5 million to $6.2 million. We 
are incredibly grateful to many donors who have contributed to make 
this new facility a reality.

To kick off  the last leg of the campaign, Bill and JoAnn Fenton are 
matching all donations and pledges to the capital campaign dollar-for-
dollar up to $250,000 through the end of 2022!

To date, $227,122.73 has been matched by the Fentons.

There’s still time to double your impact!

Mail a check made payable to Hundred Nights with “capital 
campaign” in the memo line, or visit hundrednightsinc.org/
capitalcampaign to donate online or to download and mail a 
completed pledge form, to Hundred Nights, Inc., PO Box 833, Keene, 
NH 03431.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

The Bus is coming back for its fi nal year at Hundred Nights. 

It has served us well allowing us to increase our available beds 

by 12 � om November 1 to April 10, and has been well enjoyed 

by our guests.  With no hotel rooms available to us this year, it 

is a blessing to have the bus at our disposal.

LADY ON THE CHURCH STEPS
I had seen her before in the spring and summer
The homeless lady sitting on the church steps
She would ask for help from people going into the church
She mostly was given spare change and occasionally a dollar or two
No matter how small the amount given, she would give a genuine 
    smile and say thank you

The last time I saw her was a December around Christmas 
It was very cold and she was shivering in a tattered, light weight, 
    coat
She began to walk toward me and I could see that she was very frail.
I hurried to her. I was afraid that her legs might fail
Seeing her that way, the terrible reality of her suffering, struck me to
     the core
I gave her all the money that I had with me that day
She was surprised and said I want to give you a gift.
I will tell you my real name.

Realizing this was the only thing of real value that she had left, 
    I hesitated.
She smiled, hugged me, and then whispered Linda into my ear.
After that day, I never saw her again and couldn’t fi nd out what 
    happened to her.
But, I will never forget Linda and her most perfect Christmas gift.

– Warren Doll
Dedicated to Linda

A� er all, a homeless man has reason to cry, everything 
in the world is pointed against him.

– Jack Kerouac

W I S H  L I S T
We appreciate everyone who so generously 
donates items that are needed here at 
Hundred Nights, Inc.! This is what is most 
needed:
•  Coff ee, powdered creamer, sugar, drink 

mixes like iced tea and lemonade, juices 
•  Fresh fruit like bananas and clementines, 

cheese and peanut bu� er crackers, cereal, 
milk

•  Winter clothing for men and women, boots 
and hiking boots for winter, waterproof and 
sturdy gloves, insulated hats, jeans and long 
sleeve shirts

•  Laundry detergent and dish soap, air 
fresheners, garbage bags (13, 30 and 55 
gallon), sponges, scrubbies, kleenex, toilet 
paper

Use this link to view the documentary 
https://vimeo.com/725155953


