
Hundred Nights held its 1st Annual Amazing Race Fundraiser on 
September 9, 2023. Shenanigans and buff oonery were the 
prevalent theme! The props for the day included squirt guns, 
pencils, leis, bagels, coff ee beans and more, all manipulated by 
teams of two, some of whom were in costume! 

The Race generated a ton of fun 
and raised (so far!) a total of 
$48,387.39 (net $41,044.43) to 
provide emergency shelter and 
supportive services to individuals 
and families experiencing 
homelessness in our region. We say 
“so far” because the Silent Auction 
that was started at the Amazing 
Race After Party is going on until 
December! See the Silent Auction 
blurb in this newsletter!

Fall 2023

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Hundred Nights, Inc. is to provide shelter and crisis related services to those at risk of or 
experiencing homelessness. Our goal is to collaborate with the community to see, hear and support those 
among us who are equally deserving of dignity. Our vision is that every individual in the Cheshire County area 
will have access to appropriate and stable housing and be equally valued and supported. 

Fall Greetings!

The swirling of falling leaves feels so similar to the last several months here at Hundred Nights – it has been a whirlwind of 
activity since July 25th!  Packing, moving, dump runs, unloading, unpacking, organizing, fi guring out where to put things, trying 
to make sense of a new phone and camera system all while most of the sta�  had no desks or fi le cabinets for 6 or more weeks! 

We had an AMAZING 1st Annual Amazing Race Fundraiser and a splendid Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting in September – with 
many tours and many questions. We participated in the Eastside Neighborhood Clean-up on October 22 and we had our very 
fi rst neighborhood meeting at Keene Ice on October 30th, which generated even more questions about who we serve and 
how we serve. I hope to address some of those questions here by providing some facts and statistics to you. This data was 
researched using the NH Homeless Management Information System, the Hundred Nights database, and by asking the current 
guests questions.

Does Hundred Nights (HN) bring in busloads of people from other places because of 211? HN receives funding through the 
State of NH Dept of Health and Human Services, currently $19.50 per bed per night. In order to be eligible for this funding HN 
signs a contract to work with the 211 Homelessness Crisis Line. If HN has an open bed and 211 has a person who needs a bed 
from anywhere in NH, and that person is willing to come to Keene, 211 will provide transport. 

How many people came into the HN Shelter in 2023 to date through the 211 referral system and where are they from? In 
2023, to date, we have had 10 referrals from 211, all 10 came to HN Shelter. Of the 10 people 5 were Keene residents; 1 was 
a person who has been in Keene for over 30 years then moved to Manchester for 3 weeks, changed his ID to Manchester 
and then came back to Keene; 1 was a person who grew up and lived in Keene for 25 years, went to Nashua for a residential 
treatment program, then became homeless and came back to Keene and still had a Keene ID; 1 person was living in Keene when 
he became homeless, but he had a Winchester ID because his mother lived there and he got his mail there; 1 person became 
homeless in Walpole, but has a Swanzey ID; and 1 person was released from Cheshire County DOC with no place to go, and a 
MA ID, who has been working FT in Keene since he got into the shelter.

How many Hundred Nights (HN) guests are there? Did your capacity double? We did not double our bed capacity and have 
48 approved beds here on Water St. We are at capacity most nights. HN had 48 beds pre-covid from November to April; 24 of 
them were at the Lamson St shelter, 12 were at the United Church of Christ and 12 were at St James Church. During Covid 19 
HN couldn’t use the churches after July of 2020. Then HN added 12 beds in a converted coach bus and were given CARES Act 
dollars to provide hotel rooms to other people. At one point we had 72 guests total at one time because there were hotel rooms. 

What # and % of HN guests have Keene ID’s or last paid rent in Keene before becoming unhoused? The total number of 
unduplicated guests in 2023 year-to-date is 193 including 132 males, 61 females, 10 Veterans, 8 children under age 18 and 12 
seniors over age 65 (32 total are over age 55). Children are considered residents of where their parent(s) have ID from.
Keene - 78 people – 40 % - includes 6 children
Cheshire County (including Keene) – 99 people – 51% - includes 8 children
Cheshire County (not including Keene) – 21 people – 11% - includes 2 children
Other NH Towns – 26 people – 13%
Other New England States – 14 people – 7%
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PLANNED GIVING
Hundred Nights, Inc. can be named as a benefi ciary of 
retirement accounts, donor advised funds, life insurance, or 
bank accounts. Please contact Hundred Nights directly at 
603-352-5197 if you are considering a gift of real estate, 
tangible property, or other assets to ensure the agency can 
accept your bequest.

Homelessness to me is loneliness
In its most painful form
Like a cancer, Homelessness
Takes me like a storm.

When I lay down to sleep at night
Tears flood my eyes
No one knows I am here
It is me, it is only I.

Homelessness to me is loneliness
No touch, no one cares
No hug or warmth awaits me
There are only tears.
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BY JACOB FOLGER

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WISHLIST AT HUNDREDNIGHTSINC.ORG/HELP-US/WISH-LIST/

CONTINUE ON PAGE 2

Hundred Nights had 9 people, guests and 
staff, who took part in the East Side 
Neighborhood clean up on October 22. They 
fi lled up nine contractor bags with trash 
along the Bike Path between Hundred 
Nights and Eastern Ave. It was a “feel good” 
accomplishment! We are hoping to put 
together a Pick-Up (Trash) Posse, who will 
do this on a regular basis. If you have any 
interest in joining us please give us a call!

ADOPT THE BIKE PATH?



Silent Online Auction!
Our Silent Auction has a variety of items from local businesses 
and runs through December 15th. Win a dinner at a favorite 

restaurant, greens fees at a golf course or a haircut! 
For full details visit 

hundrednightsinc.org/upcoming-events/amazing-online-auction/

Our New HomeOur New Home
Hundred Nights had its o�  cial Open House and Ribbon Cutting on 

September 23rd! � e Capital Campaign and the building have been completed.
We are so grateful to our generous donors and supporters! � ank you!

GivingTuesday is an opportunity for people around the world to 
use their individual power of generosity to support their 
communities. On GivingTuesday – November 28, 2023 – the 
whole world comes together to give back.  

We hope you’ll consider a donation to Hundred Nights this 
GivingTuesday to give the warmth of home to those in our region who fi nd themselves without 
shelter this winter, and need help to get back on their feet. 

Each person you help–whether a mother and her children, an older man 
struggling with the losses that come with long life, or an individual losing a 
job and having no other resources to stay in their home–is part of our 
community. They’re someone’s neighbor, parent, child, friend, schoolmate, 
or coworker. 

https://hundrednightsinc.org/help-us/Giving-Tuesday/

Other States (not including New England or NH) – 12 people - 6%
No ID’s – 44 people – 23% - of these, 43 people claimed Keene as their residence

What # and % of HN’s current 48 guests are working? 11 - 23% - 6 full time, 5 part time

What # and % of HN guests receive Social Security or Disability Benefi ts or both and how much do they receive? 15 - 31%. 
9 of these people receive between $750 and $976 per month
6 of these people receive between $1,100 and $1,435
There are very few apartments available in these price ranges and the turnover rate for apartments in Cheshire County is 0.5%. 
A balanced market is closer to 5%.

How long have the current guests stayed in the HN Shelter? On November 12, 2023:
10 people have been at HN for between 2 and 30 nights – 20.83% (one month)
5 people have been at HN for between 30 and 60 nights – 10.42% (two months)
10 people have been at HN for between 60 and 90 nights – 20.83% (three months)
11 people have been at HN for between 90 and 180 nights – 22.92% (3 to 6 months)
9 people have been at HN for between 180 and 365 nights – 18.75% (6 months to 1 year) 
3 people have been at HN for over a year, with 461, 487 and 840 nights respectively – 6.25%
We have people with untreated mental health issues that prevent them from being tenants.

If you have more questions, please reach out and ask! Stay warm, stay healthy!

Mindy Cambiar 
Executive Director
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Cleaning/Errands/Administrative Support: “Behind the Scenes” 
Volunteering is always needed and o� ers the flexibility in scheduling that 
many people prefer.  Help with keeping our shelter and resource center clean 
and organized, replenish supplies, commit to daily dinner pick up at The 
Community Kitchen, help with quarterly mailings and other admin. tasks. 

Meal Preparation & Serving: Is food your “love language”? Do you delight 
in culinary creativity and working with others to feed large groups? Consider 
joining in our daily lunch and weekend dinner preparation, service, and 
supported cleanup crew! Work with sta� , fellow volunteers, and community 
members in our commercial kitchen to create delicious, nourishing meals. 
Oversee and support food service, food refrigeration, and kitchen and 
resource center clean up. 

Evening Intake & Companionship: Are you a “people person”? Do you 
love being with and learning about others’ lives and adventures? Are you 
interested in o� ering compassionate support to others?  Consider joining 
our evening intake shift at the shelter by meeting and greeting guests and 
helping to complete a daily intake form. Enjoy playing games, doing crafts, 
engaging in conversation, supporting guests with various needs, and prepare 
and serve an evening snack. 

Programs & Professional Services: We are excited to work with those who 
want to share their education, professional expertise, hobbies, passions, and 
life skills with our Hundred Nights Community. 

Special Events: Event-specific volunteers are always appreciated and are 
needed for various event-related tasks. From set-up to clean-up and all the 
places in between! 

Donation Room: Hundred Nights o� ers clothing, boots, toiletries, and more 
to all those in the community who identify as having a need.  We are grateful 
for the generous support of donated items of food, clothing, and supplies and 
for fulfilling the special requests of those we serve. Are organizing and folding 
laundry forms of therapy for you? Do you enjoy engaging with others to help 
them secure the basics of food and clothing? Consider volunteering in our 
Donation Room! (opportunities for sorting, laundering, and displaying clothing 
based on your schedule). 

Reception: Do you like to meet new people, engage with others, and be a 
Hundred Nights ambassador? Could you support our mission by greeting those 
from the community, answering questions, and the phone, and attending to 
the daily mail sorting? As the entry point to our organization, this volunteer 
opportunity is greatly appreciated and relies on or can build important skills for 
engagement with a wide population, or personalities and needs. 

Please call or email Rose 603-352-5197,  RGadbois@HundredNightsInc.org 
if you are interested in any of these opportunities. We would love your help!


